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Indian Religions in the View of Continuity

Wu Chun

Abstract ; this paper examines the basic state of Indian religion with the view of “continuity”. The
theory of “continuity” is clearly put forward by Zhang Guang — zhi, which has a high degree of fit to ex-
plain the occurrence and development of the “continuous” civilization forms. Ancient Indian religions are
typical samples of religion with “continuity”. Based on the investigation of it, we can not only understand
the “continuity” characteristics of Indian religions, but also validate the validity of the theory of “continui-
ty” put forward by Zhang Guang - zhi. This article includes the following contents; first, the general condi-
tion of primitive society and early civilization religions; second, the state of religion in the primitive society
or Vedic period of India ;third, the state of religion in the Brahman ( early civilization ) period ; fourth, the
state of religion in the Buddha period (the Axial period) ;fifth, subsequent conditions; sixth, brief induc-
tion. The study shows that in Indian society, such beliefs as Brahmanism or Hinduism are the most authen-
tic, and the entire Indian religions, including Buddhism, remain “continuous”. Although Buddhism with
the characteristics of “revolution” or “breakthrough” has been developed into a great tradition by a small
tradition, it has not achieved “breakthrough”. It can be said that the flourishing of Buddhism is just a
dream, it must return to the tradition, to polytheism or idolatry, to the curse or the sorcery superstition,
and to the original old beliefs. This return can also be understood as the transformation of the school of
Buddhism into the religion of Buddhism. All in all, what we see here is a complete picture of “continui-
ty”, a religious tradition of regression or atavism and in line with primitive beliefs.
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